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Invitation to submit evidence - Enquiry of Housing Delivery
Introduction
1. The Regional Assembly is currently undertaking a selective review of the Regional Spatial Strategy (the Yorkshire and Humber Plan). A major strand of this review is looking at the scale and distribution of additional housing in the Region. We have recently concluded a consultation on the Spatial Options which has sought views regarding the future scale and distribution of housing including the need to deliver at a higher rate than that of the approved Plan (around 22,000 homes/yr). Our discussions with stakeholders have highlighted concerns about the future prospects for the delivery of housing in terms of both current market conditions and the shape of the market – post recession. Different studies on the impact of the recession have been undertaken. The Enquiry will seek to draw these together and identify their key messages. There is at present a lack of clarity about the likely implications on housing delivery.

2. The Assembly is proposing to address this lack of evidence through a short externally led enquiry that will use some of the techniques employed in the Assembly’s scrutiny enquires. The enquiry is to be led by Professor Ian Cole from Sheffield Hallam University, The Enquiry team are now inviting written evidence with the opportunity for further explanation through a hearing.

3. We recognise that some organisations will have addressed delivery in their response to the Options Consultation and we do not want to duplicate that work. Therefore we will review the comments on delivery in these responses. However if you have further specific evidence you wish to provide please do so.

4. The enquiry outcomes will be reported to the Regional Planning Board on 18th March and will be used alongside the options consultation responses to inform the RSS update, help with the implementation of the approved RSS and inform the development of the new Integrated Regional Strategy. The report of the Enquiry will be published on the Assembly’s web site. 

Scope of the Enquiry

5. The scope of the enquiry needs to strike an appropriate balance between examining the full range of issues and providing robust evidence in the short period of time available for the work.

6. Terms of reference are set out below. The enquiry will examine the future delivery of new housing in the region in the short, medium and long term and provide an analysis of the prospects for the region to meet the need and demand for housing arising from its growing population. Current problems with access to finance for both housebuilders/development companies and individual households seeking a mortgage, has led to a greatly reduced housing output. In light of this the enquiry is addressing the following questions:

· The likely housing output for the region annually over the next 5 years;
· The speed at which any recovery is likely to take place; 

· The barriers to market recovery;
· Interventions that can speed up the increases in delivery as the market recovers;
· How different will the housing market be after the recession e.g. will there be more private renting and/or a bigger role for shared equity models of ownership; 

· Models or mechanisms for supporting the continued delivery of affordable housing; and
· At what point in the future could the region expect its annual delivery of housing to surpass the 22,000yr target in the approved RSS.  

Submissions to the Enquiry

7. We expect written submissions of up to 3000 words and to include (for the benefit the Enquiry Panel) a 400 word summary, it will help in the analysis of the written submissions for the summary to be presented in bullet point format. The deadline for submissions is 12 noon 27 February 2009.
8. The Enquiry chair (with advice from the assembly) will decide which written submissions would benefit from further oral evidence to more fully understand points being made, and if the written submissions have highlighted any additional matters the Enquiry should pursue.

Enquiry Timetable

9. The provisional timetable for the enquiry is as follows:
· Invitations to provide written evidence deadline 27thFeb 

· Invitations to specified individuals or organisations provide further verbal evidence early March  

· Hearing 13th or 16th March, 

· Draft report for Planning Board 18th March. 

· Final report early April

Contact

10. Should you require further information on this matter please contact:
Andy Haigh
Planning Policy Manager

Yorkshire & Humber Assembly

T: 01924 331600

E: andy.haigh@yhassembly.gov.uk
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