
 

 

 Assembly essentials 
 

 What you need to know about… 
 

Sub-National Review of Economic Development and 
Regeneration (SNR) 

What is it? 
 
On 16 July 2007 the Government announced the initial outcomes from the Sub-National Review of Economic 
Development and Regeneration.  Not unexpectedly, the SNR has a number of implications for the way in 
which organisations work together at a regional and a sub-regional level. 
 
This was followed, in March 2008, by the publication ‘Prosperous Places’, Government’s proposals for taking 
forward the Sub-National Review.  The deadline for consultation responses was 20 June 2008, and there 
were extensive discussions within the region on future governance models and ways of working.   
 
Responses from the region were submitted to Government as part of this consultation exercise, and we now 
await Government’s final proposals which are expected in autumn 2008.  Before then however, detailed 
work will have to start on how we move to the new arrangements. 
 
What are the key recommendations in Prosperous Places? 
 
There are a range of proposals in Prosperous Places on issues such as how economic development could be 
delivered at a local level, and how RDA delegation of funding may work.  The proposals that are of direct 
relevance to the business of the Assembly however are: 
 
Regional Assemblies: Regional Assemblies will not continue ‘in their current form’ after 2010.  However, 
there is clearly an expectation that local authorities will work collectively at a regional level in some way, and 
that wider partners will continue to be involved in shaping policy.  Many of the regional discussions have 
focused on the way in which this can best be achieved in the region. 
 
Single Integrated Regional Strategies:  SNR proposes bringing together the regional strategies, in 
particular the Regional Spatial Strategy and Regional Economic Strategy to form a Single Integrated 
Regional Strategy (SIRS) in each region.  Regional Development Agencies (RDAs) will be responsible for 
preparing these integrated strategies on behalf of the region.  In this region, agreement has been reached 
between Local Authorities and the Regional Development Agency that they will share joint responsibility for 
preparation of the SIRS. 
 
Accountability: Local authorities in each region will be responsible for agreeing the integrated strategies 
and scrutinising RDAs.   This accountability mechanism will need to work alongside the new regional 
ministers and proposals for regional committees.   
 
Responses from the Region  
 
Given the clear focus and steer given by SNR, Local Government Leaders and the Yorkshire Forward Board 
have had a key leadership role in shaping the regional response.  At a recent joint meeting they approved a 
position statement setting out proposals for the development and delivery of the Single Integrated Regional 
Strategy (SIRS).   
 
Their response sets out proposals for the co-ownership of the SIRS process, with the establishment of a new 
Strategic Leaders’ Board that will work closely alongside representatives of Yorkshire Forwards Board.   
 
The response also sets out plans for a number of thematic regional Boards to deal with Spatial Planning, 
Regeneration and Housing, Work and Skills and Transport.  There is also the suggestion that there will be an 
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additional Independent Board to ensure that the principles of sustainable development and economic 
opportunity for all are fully ingrained in the development and delivery of the SIRS. 
 
Membership of the Boards is to be determined, but they will include representation from the functional sub 
regions, expert observers, key agencies and stakeholders.  Their primary role will be to input into the 
development of the SIRS and ensure effective delivery by monitoring and reviewing the SIRS.   
 
How will Partners be involved? 
 
The regional response from the RDA and Local Government emphasises the important role that partners will 
play, particularly in the development of the SIRS.  However, the way in which Partners are engaged, and the 
role that they will be expected to perform will change. 
 
Partners currently engaged in the Assembly’s work responded to the Government’s consultation and 
expressed concern that they would play a much weaker role in new arrangements, particularly when it came 
to decision making.  They also expressed their commitment to continue meeting as a group to add value to 
the new regional arrangements. 
 
There are ongoing discussions between partners, local government and Yorkshire Forward about the precise 
role that they will play in new arrangements – for instance how they will relate to the development of the 
SIRS and how they may work within the new Board structures. 
 
How and when will this be implemented? 
 
All of these changes will be phased over the next two years with an anticipated completion date of 2010.  
However, Government has made it clear that where regions wish to move to new structures earlier than this 
they will be allowed to do so.   
 
How will this work alongside national scrutiny proposals? 
 
Plans for national scrutiny of regional agencies, through Parliamentary Select Committees, are beginning to 
clarify.  Parliament’s Modernisation Select Committee published its report on 10 July 08, proposing that 
Regional Select Committees be established on a temporary basis until the end of this Parliament when there 
needs to be a review of their effectiveness.  The full report is available online at: 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmselect/cmmodern/282/282.pdf  
 
The Committee suggests that these Select Committees reflect the political balance of the House rather than 
the region, and would meet six times a year.  This would be supplemented with a Grand Committee in the 
region to be held twice a year.  This will potentially be an important accountability mechanism in relation to 
a strengthened RDA and other agencies operating in the region (e.g. the Highways Agency, the new Homes 
and Communities Agency etc) 
 
These proposals are only a recommendation from the Select Committee at the moment, and we await 
Government’s response. 
 
Transitional Arrangements 
 
Until the new arrangements are in place, the Assembly, working with regional and local partners, has an 
important role to play in ensuring continued delivery during the transition period.  Key areas of work will be: 
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• Delivering ongoing partnership working and effective governance arrangements that allow the 

region to do business in the coming year (including the forthcoming Regional Funding Allocations 
exercise). 

• Maintaining momentum on key policy work including climate change, energy, flooding, transport 
and sustainable development; 

• Undertaking a partial review of RSS to take account of the Housing Green Paper, to continue to 
grow the regional evidence base, and to secure the regions strategy making and alignment capacity; 

• Brokering the effective allocation of Single Regional Housing Pot; and 
• Undertaking scrutiny of the Regional Economic Strategy until new arrangements are developed, 

including helping to shape those new arrangements. 
 
Next Steps? 
 
SNR makes it clear that we are moving into a different phase of regional working.  Assemblies will no longer 
exist in their current form, RDAs will take on a newly expanded role, and different mechanisms for scrutiny 
and accountability will emerge which involve local and national politicians.   
 
However, there is widespread confidence that the new arrangements will build from what we now have, 
maintaining partnership and accountability as key components and harnessing existing member and officer 
capacity to make regional working even better in the future. 
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 The Yorkshire and Humber Assembly 2008/09 

What is it? 
 

The full Assembly is responsible for providing regional leadership, agreeing regional strategic priorities, 
directing the development of the Integrated Regional Framework and endorsing key regional strategies.  
Membership comprises all 22 local authorities in this region, plus 15 Social, Economic and Environmental 
partners, and the National Parks for planning purposes. 
 

What does it do? 
 

• Agrees and reviews progress on the region’s vision and priorities for a better and sustainable future, 
overseeing an Integrated Regional Framework to guide the work of other regional strategies and plans;  

• Lobbies, nationally and in Europe, to get the best possible deal for the region, for example to secure 
more investment or to ensure sustainable development; 

• Is the regional planning body, overseeing work with partners to shape where and what types of 
development will meet the future needs of the region; 

• Oversees work to develop and implement the Yorkshire and Humber Plan (including the Regional 
Transport Strategy), and the Regional Housing Strategy, and helps shape the Regional Economic 
Strategy and other important regional plans;   

• Is responsible for scrutinising the Regional Economic Strategy to ensure that work to secure 
sustainable economic development and growth is delivering real benefits for the region; and 

• Ensures regional agencies are accountable to the region through the active, majority involvement of 
all 22 Local Authority Leaders working alongside social, economic and environmental partners. 

 

Over the past year the Assembly has… 
 

• Discussed issues arising from the Sub-National Review of Economic Development and Regeneration, 
including making a debate on the SNR the focus of the successful regional policy conference (held in 
October 2007), and helped shape proposals for the new regional arrangements to be introduced by 
2010. 

• Agreed the terms of the new Integrated Regional Framework. 
• Agreed the Region’s response to the Government’s proposed changes to the Yorkshire and Humber 

Plan (the draft Regional Spatial Strategy). 
• Agreed a response to Yorkshire Forward’s Corporate Plan. 
• Signed off scrutiny reports on employment in the Region and on the economy of rural areas. 
• Agreed the regional inclusion framework, ‘Promise – Delivering Inclusion in Yorkshire and Humber’, and 

plans for the ‘Creating Better Futures’ Awards (named after former Assembly member, Julian 
Cummins).   

 

How does it work? 
 

Members discuss and debate the big regional issues – bringing the experience from their area or sector to 
develop and shape policy and strategy that meets the needs of our people, businesses and environment.   
Members are accountable to their nominating bodies (for example a local authority or a sector specific 
groups e.g. TUC or the regional CBI).  Wherever possible members make decisions on the basis of 
consensus.  Membership is made up of 60% Local Authorities and 40% Social, Economic and 
Environmental Partners.  Votes are allocated using the same 60:40 ratio.   
 

The Assembly works in close partnership with Yorkshire Forward (the Regional Development Agency), 
Government Office for Yorkshire and the Humber and a range of government sponsored, and other bodies 
and organisations providing services in the region, many of whom join us at Assembly meetings.  The 
Assembly has effective relationships beyond the region working across the North, with the other English 
Regions, with national Government and with European and international bodies and institutions. 
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 The Yorkshire and Humber Assembly 2008/09 

How often does it meet? 
 

The full Assembly normally meets three times a year, normally in February, June and October.  All meeting 
agendas, papers and minutes are available from the Assembly’s website. 
 

Who are the members? 
 

The Full Members of the Assembly are all local authorities in membership of Local Government Yorkshire 
and Humber, representatives of sector groups (social, economic and environmental), and the two National 
Parks. There is also a non-voting Observer category of membership open to other authorities, organisations 
or agencies having an interest in the work of the Assembly.   
 

The current members of the Assembly are: 
 

LOCAL AUTHORITY MEMBERS SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL MEMBERS 
Cllr Peter Box Local Government Y & H Michele Sutton Association of Colleges  

Cllr Steve Houghton Barnsley MBC Naheed Arshad-Mather BME Regional Panel 

Cllr Kris Hopkins Bradford MDC Penny Hemming CBI 

Cllr Ann McAllister Calderdale MBC Michael Oughtred Chambers of Commerce 

Cllr Andrew Waller City of York Council Patricia Farrell Faiths Forum 

Cllr Chris Knowles-Fitton Craven DC Tony Cherry Federation of Small Businesses 

Mayor Martin Winter Doncaster MBC Kathryn Riddle/Janet Dean Health 

Cllr Stephen Parnaby East Riding of Yorkshire Council Paul Jagger Learning and Skills Councils 

Cllr Arthur Barker Hambleton DC Cllr Tom Glossop Town and Parish Councils 

Cllr Mike Gardner Harrogate BC Cate Hammond Regional Environment Forum 

Cllr Carl Minns Kingston upon Hull City Council Helen Groves Regional Forum 

Cllr Robert Light Kirklees MC Wendy Bundy Rural Community Councils 

Cllr Richard Brett/ 
Cllr Andrew Carter 

Leeds City Council Bill Adams TUC 

Cllr Andrew De Freitas North East Lincolnshire Council Gary Topp Yorkshire Culture 

Cllr Mark Kirk North Lincolnshire Council Michael Noble Yorkshire Universities 

Cllr John Weighell North Yorkshire County Council   

Cllr Melva Steckles Richmondshire DC OBSERVER MEMBERS 

Cllr Roger Stone Rotherham MBC Toby Willison Environment Agency 

Cllr Keith Knaggs Ryedale DC Felicity Everiss Government Office  

Cllr Tom Fox Scarborough BC Vanessa Gilbert Highways Agency 

Cllr Mark Crane Selby DC Paul Rogerson Local Authority Chief Executives 

Cllr Paul Scriven Sheffield City Council Peter Nottage Natural England 

Cllr Denise Jeffery Wakefield MDC Meredydd Hughes Police 

  Terry Hodgkinson Yorkshire Forward 

NATIONAL PARK MEMBERS    

Cllr John Fletcher North York Moors NPA    

Kevin Lancaster Yorkshire Dales NPA Judith Badger Honorary Treasurer 
 

Who supports the Assembly? 
 

The work of the Assembly is supported by a team of almost 40 staff led by an Executive Co-ordination 
Team made up of the Chair, Peter Box, the Deputy Chair, Paul Jagger, and two Executive Directors, Sue 
Jeffrey and Chris Martin.  
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 The Regional Executive Board 2008/09 

What is it? 
 

The Regional Executive Board is where the region’s key players come together to co-ordinate regional 
policy, align regional activity and resources, and secure the partnerships that will deliver our vision and 
priorities for a better, sustainable future for Yorkshire and Humber. 
 

The Board acts as the region’s co-ordinating body, ensuring that the regional strategic priorities set out in 
the Integrated Regional Framework are met and delegating operational activity for housing, planning and 
transport to three functional boards. 
 
What does it do? 
 
The Regional Executive Board: 
 

• Ensures the co-ordination and alignment of regional activity, in particular, through the 
development, implementation and monitoring of the Integrated Regional Framework; 

• Delegates responsibility to the functional Boards for developing and delivering their strategies; 
• Considers and responds to advice from the Sustainable Development Board; 
• Advises the Assembly on achieving its objectives and acts on behalf of the Assembly as delegated; 
• Develops the Assembly business plan & budget, oversees implementation and monitors outcomes; 
• Establishes sub groups of representatives from members and other organisations within the region to 

take forward the work of the Assembly;  
• Appoints representatives to serve on any other body to present the views of the Assembly.  
 
Over the past year the Regional Executive Board has… 
 

• Met with Regional Ministers, Caroline Flint (in October) and Rosie Winterton (in February and April). 
• Agreed action in response the housing and infrastructure growth challenges facing the region. 
• Agreed a strategic response to the Government’s Eco-Towns Proposals. 
• Agreed the Region’s response to the consultation on setting up the Homes and Communities Agency. 
• Agreed the key issues to be considered as part of the continued debate on the Sub-National Review. 
• Provided a strategic steer to work on Proposed Changes to the Yorkshire and Humber Plan (draft RSS) 

and signed off the final version of the new Integrated Regional Framework. 
 
How does it work? 
 

The Board is accountable to the full Assembly and is responsible for building and maintaining good 
relationships with Assembly members. Wherever possible the Regional Executive Board conducts business 
on the basis of consensus and the membership reflects the 60:40, Local Government: Social, Economic and 
Environmental Partner split, in place in the Full Assembly. Observer members include senior officers from 
Yorkshire Forward and Government Office, along with a Local Authority Chief Executive representative. 
 
How often does it meet? 
 

The Regional Executive Board usually meets bimonthly.  All meeting agendas, papers and minutes are 
available from the Assembly website. 
 
What are the priorities for this year? 
 

The Regional Executive Board will steer work to ensure the Assembly’s key functions on housing, planning, 
transport and scrutiny continue delivering during the key transition period to the new regional 
arrangements brought about by the Government’s Sub-National Review. 
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Who are the members? 
 

Membership of the Regional Executive Board is drawn from the full Assembly and has been designed to 
reflect the 60:40 partner split.  Members come from one of five groups:  Local Authority sub regional 
partnerships, city region partnerships, local authority rural, Social, Economic and Environmental Partners 
Group, and the functional board chairs.  The Chair and Deputy Chair of the Regional Executive Board are 
the Chair and Deputy Chair of the full Assembly.  Key observer members are also represented.  
 

The current members of the Regional Executive Board are: 
 
Name Nominating Body 
Cllr Peter Box (Chair) Local Government Yorkshire and Humber 
Paul Jagger (Deputy Chair) SEE Partner Group 
Cllr Stephen Parnaby Humber Local Authority Partnership  
Cllr Arthur Barker North Yorkshire Local Authority Partnership and Chair of Local 

Government Yorkshire and Humber 
Cllr Roger Stone South Yorkshire Local Authority Partnership 
Cllr Robert Light West Yorkshire Local Authority Partnership  
Bill Adams SEE Partner Group 
Naheed Arshad Mather SEE Partners Group  
Patricia Farrell SEE Partners Group 
Penny Hemming SEE Partner Group  
Michael Noble SEE Partner Group 
Cllr Carl Minns Hull and Humber Ports City Region Partnership 
Cllr Andrew Carter Leeds City Region Partnership 
Cllr Paul Scriven Sheffield City Region Partnership 
Cllr John Weighell Rural Local Authorities 
Cllr Kris Hopkins Yorkshire and Humber Assembly: Regional Housing Board  
Cate Hammond Yorkshire and Humber Assembly: Regional Planning Board  
Cllr Mark Kirk Yorkshire and Humber Assembly: Regional Transport Board  
Felicity Everiss (Observer) Government Office Yorkshire and Humber 
Paul Rogerson (Observer) Regional Chief Executives Group 
Tom Riordan (Observer) Yorkshire Forward 
 

Who supports the Regional Executive Board? 
 

The work of the Regional Executive Board is led by an Executive Co-ordination Team made up of the Chair, 
Peter Box, the Deputy Chair, Paul Jagger, and two Executive Directors, Sue Jeffrey and Chris Martin.  
Expert policy advice is provided by four Heads of Service responsible for: housing; planning strategy; 
scrutiny; and planning conformity.  In addition, an advisory group made up of senior officers from the 
nominating bodies meets regularly to steer, shape and support the work of the Regional Executive Board. 
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What is it? 
 

The Regional Housing Board was established to contribute to successful, thriving and inclusive communities, 
urban and rural, across Yorkshire and the Humber.   
 

The Regional Housing Board is the key forum for discussing and deciding housing policy in the region.  It 
exists to:  
 

• Provide regional leadership for housing and ensures delivery of the regional housing strategy; 
• Undertake a co-ordinating role, providing leadership for other organisations involved in delivery of 

housing; and 
• Ensure effective linkages with streams of work that remain the responsibility of organisations which are 

Regional Housing Board members – e.g. decent homes, homelessness and supporting people. 
 

What does it do? 
 

The Board is responsible for producing, updating and monitoring the Regional Housing Strategy and its 
associated investment plan.  This investment plan is used to advise Government how best to spend around 
£190m in the region each year building new affordable homes and regenerating and renewing existing 
housing and communities.   
 

The Board also plays a key role influencing and lobbying Government and other national and regional 
agencies.  The aim is to ensure national housing policy fully reflects the needs of the region and provides the 
tools and resources to help us deliver the vision and priorities set out in the Regional Housing Strategy. 
 

In the region, the Board also works closely with the Regional Planning Board and the Regional Transport 
Board to join up the transport, planning and housing agendas, and with Yorkshire Forward to ensure 
integration of economic development activity. 
 
Over the past year the Regional Housing Board has… 
 

• Finalised advice to Ministers on investment priorities worth £559m for the period 2008-11 
• Advised Ministers on use of funding for Gypsy and Traveller provision 
• Provided practical support for people delivering rural housing 
• Worked with partners to ensure higher environmental standards are promoted 
• Lobbied Government to ensure the region’s housing needs are properly understood centrally 
 

What are the priorities for this year? 
 

• Driving delivery of the Regional Housing Strategy – ensuring that the strategy makes a difference on the 
ground. 

• Working in particular to improve delivery of affordable housing. 
• Further work on affordable warmth, improving private sector stock and Gypsy and Traveller issues. 
• Contribute to Regional Funding Allocations advice on long term funding priorities for the region. 
• Work with the emerging Homes and Communities Agency to help shape developing structures. 
 

How does it work? 
 

The Regional Housing Board is accountable to the Regional Executive Board for delivery of the Regional 
Housing Strategy.  It is responsible for building and maintaining good and productive relationships with 
bodies and organisations in the region responsible for providing housing and related services, in particular by 
working with and through the Regional Housing Forum. 
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How often does it meet? 
 

The Regional Housing Board usually meets four times each year.  All meeting agendas, papers and minutes 
are available from the Assembly’s website. 
 

Who are the members? 
 

The Chair and Deputy Chair are members of the Assembly, one is a Local Authority Member and the other is 
a Social, Economic and Environmental Partner member.  The other members are not necessarily from the 
Assembly, but represent organisations responsible for planning, funding, developing, delivering and 
managing housing and housing services in the region, to include local authority representatives from the 
four sub regional housing partnerships. 
 

The current members of the Regional Housing Board are: 
 

Name Nominating Body 
Cllr Kris Hopkins (Chair) Yorkshire and Humber Assembly 
Patricia Farrell (Deputy) Yorkshire and Humber Assembly 
Rob Pearson English Partnerships 
Stuart Whyte Gateway (Humber Housing Market Renewal Pathfinder) 
Tony Stacey (until October 2008) Housing Associations 
Richard Panter Housing Corporation 
TBC Hull and Humber Ports City Region Partnership 
Cllr Allen Healand Humber Housing Partnership 
Cllr Andrew Waller Leeds City Region Partnership 
Cllr Jean Butterfield North Yorkshire Housing Partnership 
John Kirkham Private Sector Housing Interests 
Cllr Jane Evison Regional Housing Forum 
Sally Rawlings Rural Housing Interests 
Mayor Martin Winter Sheffield City Region Partnership 
Cllr Jahangir Akhtar South Yorkshire Housing Partnership 
Cllr Michael Auty Town and Parish Councils 
Michael Gahagan Transform (SY Housing Market Renewal Pathfinder) 
Cllr Elizabeth Smaje West Yorkshire Housing Partnership 
Alex Brown Y&H Tenants and Residents 
Simon Foy Yorkshire Forward 
Isobel Mills Government Office (Observer) 
 

Who supports the Regional Housing Board? 
 

The Board is supported by the Assembly Housing and Communities Team, led by Head of Service, Rob 
Warm. The key work of the Board is also supported by an Advisory Group. This is made up of officers from 
the bodies involved in the Board and its role is primarily to provide technical support to the Board. 
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 The Regional Planning Board 2008/09 

What is it? 
 

The Regional Planning Board is the key regional forum for discussing, deciding and overseeing the 
development and delivery of the Regional Spatial Strategy, now known as the Yorkshire and Humber Plan, 
and planning policy. 
 

What does it do? 
 

The Regional Planning Board provides leadership for the planning and spatial strategy agenda at regional 
level. The Board prepares and reviews the Yorkshire and Humber Plan and works to ensure that it is 
implemented and delivered effectively. As part of this work it develops and fulfils the Assembly’s statutory 
consultee role in the planning system. It advises on the fit between resource/investment allocations and the 
Yorkshire and Humber Plan and seeks to secure a strategic fit between regional, city/sub regional and local 
strategies in relation to planning/spatial strategy matters. The Board influences and lobbies Government and 
other national/regional agencies to ensure that national policies on spatial issues fully reflect the needs of 
our region. 
 

Over the past year the Regional Planning Board has… 
 
• Drawn up the Assembly’s response to the Secretary of State’s Proposed Changes to the Regional Spatial 

Strategy (RSS) 
• Agreed the scope and focus of the review of the Yorkshire and Humber Plan (required by the 

Government’s Housing Green Paper) 
• Reviewed the consultation criteria for major applications, provided information to local authorities on our 

conformity role and run joint sessions with Natural England to explain this work 
• Commented on 37 LDF documents and 132 major planning applications, and supported Selby District at 

a public inquiry on a major Planning Appeal  
• Published the 2007 RSS Annual Monitoring Report and made good progress on an Implementation 

Action Plan for RSS. 
 
What are the priorities for this year? 
 
• Steering the 2009 Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) Update - with its focus on the future scale, location 

and infrastructure for growth in the Region 
• Involvement in Examinations for LDF Core Strategies in Sheffield, Wakefield and Harrogate 
• Developing our GIS capability and our links with Yorkshire Futures in developing shared monitoring 

systems 
• Agreeing and delivering our implementation priorities for the RSS for this year  
 

How does it work? 
 
The Regional Planning Board is accountable to the Regional Executive Board for delivery of the Yorkshire 
and Humber Plan. It is responsible for building and maintaining good and productive relationships with 
bodies and organisations in the region responsible for providing planning and related services. In particular it 
works with the Regional Planning Forum that engages all local authorities and a wide range of regional 
stakeholders. 
 
The Board has effective senior level relationships with Yorkshire Forward, Government Office Yorkshire and 
Humber and a range of government sponsored and other bodies and organisations providing services related 
to planning (and with an impact on the Plan) in the region and beyond at national, European and 
International level.  
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 Assembly essentials 
 

 What you need to know about… 
 

 The Regional Planning Board 2008/09 

 
How often does it meet? 
 
The Board normally meets four times a year. All meeting agendas, papers and minutes are available from 
the Assembly’s website. There is a tight (21 day) deadline for Assembly responses to consultations on 
planning applications and a six-week deadline for commenting on local development framework 
consultations so formal arrangements to agree responses in between Board meetings have been agreed. 
 
Who are the members? 
 
The Chair and Deputy Chair are members of the Assembly, one is a Local Authority member and the other is 
a Social, Economic, and Environmental Partner member.  The other members of the Board are not 
necessarily Assembly members and represent a range of organisations with an interest in planning in the 
region.  These include local authority representatives nominated by the sub region and city region 
partnerships.   
   
The current members of the Regional Planning Board are: 
 
Name Nominating Body 
Cllr Peter Box (Chair) Yorkshire and Humber Assembly 
Cate Hammond (Deputy Chair) Yorkshire and Humber Assembly 
Andrew Palmer Business Sector 
TBC Business Sector 
Richard Wilson Environment Sector 
Gill Stride Environment Sector 
Cllr John Fareham Hull and Humber Ports City Region Partnership 
Cllr Mick Grant Humber Local Authority Partnership 
Cllr Anne Hawkesworth Leeds City Region Partnership 
Cllr John Fletcher North Yorkshire Local Authority Partnership 
Cllr Peter Sowray Rural Local Authorities 
Cllr Gerald Smith Sheffield City Region Partnership 
David Slater Social Sector 
Cllr Bill Newman South Yorkshire Local Authority Partnership 
Cllr David Whiteley Town and Parish Councils 
Cllr Barry Anderson West Yorkshire Local Authority Partnership 
Simon Foy Yorkshire Forward 
Margaret Jackson Government Office for Yorkshire and Humber (Observer) 
 

Who supports the Regional Planning Board? 
 

The work of the Regional Planning Board is supported by the Planning Strategy Team led by Head of Service 
Richard Wood and the Planning Conformity and Delivery Team led by Acting Head of Service Andy Haigh 
(until Jenny Poxon’s return from maternity leave). 
 



 

 

 Assembly essentials 
 

 What you need to know about… 
 

 The Regional Transport Board 2008/09 

What is it? 
 

The core transport-related activities of the Assembly are carried out by the Regional Transport Board.  This is 
the key forum for discussing and deciding regional transport policies and priorities.  
 

What does it do? 
 

The Regional Transport Board: 
 
• Provides leadership for the transport agenda at regional level; 
• Prepares and reviews the Regional Transport Strategy (RTS) element of the Yorkshire and Humber Plan 

(RSS) – for (and in liaison with) the Regional Planning Board;  
• Provides advice to Government on the region’s transport investment priorities; 
• Works to ensure that the Region’s transport priorities are implemented and delivered effectively; 
• Secures a strategic fit between regional, city/sub regional and local transport strategies; 
• Works with partners to maximise funding for transport in line with regional strategic priorities; and 
• Influences and lobbies Government and other national/regional agencies to ensure that national policy 

and investment priorities on transport fully reflect the needs of our region. 
 

Over the past year the Regional Transport Board has… 
 

• Agreed the ‘transport’ response to the Secretary of State’s proposed changes to the RSS; 
• Drawn up responses to key transport consultations by Government and Network Rail; 
• Concluded a study with the Sustainable Development Board on low carbon/ sustainable transport; and 
• Undertaken a mini-review of the regional funding priorities for transport, and as a result endorsed 10 

schemes to Government Ministers for funding – schemes worth more than £170 million in total. 
 

What are the priorities for this year? 
 

• To undertake a review of transport funding priorities as part of the Regional Funding Allocations process; 
• To provide advice to Government Ministers and formulate the Region’s response to Government 

consultations on transport issues and policy; 
• To work with the Regional Planning Board on the 2009 Update of the Regional Spatial Strategy; and 
• To continue to develop the Region’s evidence base on transport issues and opportunities facing the Region. 
 

How does it work? 
 

The Regional Transport Board is accountable directly to the Regional Executive Board for delivery of the 
Regional Transport Strategy.  It is responsible for working with organisations responsible for transport, including 
with the Regional Transport Forum (that engages all local authorities and a wide range of regional partners). 
 
The Regional Transport Board has effective senior level relationships with Yorkshire Forward, Government Office 
Yorkshire and Humber and a range of other organisations providing services related to transport.  
 
It has effective relationships beyond the region working across the North of England, with the other English 
Regions, with national Government and with European and International bodies and institutions in relation to 
the delivery of transport infrastructure and services. 
 
How often does it meet? 
 

The Regional Transport Board normally meets four times a year.  All meeting agendas, papers and minutes are 
available from the Assembly’s website. 
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 Assembly essentials 
 

 What you need to know about… 
 

 The Regional Transport Board 2008/09 
 

Who are its members? 
 

The Chair and Deputy Chair are members of the Assembly, one is a Local Authority member and the other is a 
Social, Economic and Environmental Partner member.  The other members of the Board are not necessarily 
Assembly members and represent a range of organisations with an interest in transport in the region.  These 
include local authority representatives nominated by the sub region and city region partnerships and the two 
Passenger Transport Authorities. 
 
The current members of the Regional Transport Board are: 
 
Name Nominating Body 
Cllr Mark Kirk (Chair) Yorkshire and Humber Assembly 
Vacant (Deputy Chair) Yorkshire and Humber Assembly  
Andrew Palmer Business Sector 
Michael Oughtred Business Sector 
Anthony Rae Environment Sector 
John Hoare Environment Sector 
Cllr Dave Woods Hull and Humber Ports City Region Partnership 
Cllr Martin Vickers Humber Local Authority Partnership 
Cllr Andrew Carter Leeds City Region Partnership 
Cllr Clare Wood North Yorkshire Local Authority Partnership 
Cllr Derek Bastiman Rural Local Authorities 
Cllr Ian Aukland Sheffield City Region Partnership 
Lyn Costelloe Social Sector 
Mayor Martin Winter South Yorkshire Local Authority Partnership 
Cllr Andrea Milner South Yorkshire PTA 
Cllr Allan Jones Town and Parish Councils 
Cllr Anne Hawkesworth West Yorkshire Local Authority Partnership 
Cllr Chris Greaves West Yorkshire PTA 
Thea Stein Yorkshire Forward 
George Peach Confederation of Passenger Transport (Observer) 
Margaret Jackson Government Office (Observer) 
Peter Godfrey Highways Agency (Observer) 
Richard Thompson Network Rail (Observer) 
David Brown South Yorkshire PTE (Observer) 
Kieran Preston West Yorkshire PTE (Observer) 

 

Who supports the Board at the Assembly? 
 

The Regional Transport Board is supported in its work by an officer team led by Head of Planning Strategy, 
Richard Wood.   A Technical Advisory Group made up of officers from a range of bodies with expertise in 
transport matters, also supports the work of the Board. 



 

 

 Assembly essentials 
 

 What you need to know about… 
 

 The Sustainable Development Board 2008/09 

What is it? 
 

The Sustainable Development Board is an advisory panel established to provide expert and authoritative 
guidance on sustainable development to the Assembly, the Regional Executive Board and the other Regional 
Boards. 
 

The Sustainable Development Board is charged with acting independently and providing constructive, robust 
and insightful advice. 
 

The Sustainable Development Board works closely with the Scrutiny Board to ensure effective challenge 
across the regional structures also addresses sustainable development. 
 

What does it do? 
 

The Sustainable Development Board: 
 

• Prepares and presents advice on the sustainable development implications of issues being 
considered by the Assembly, the Regional Executive Board and the Housing, Planning and Transport 
Boards; 

• Reviews and comments on the region’s performance on sustainable development; 
• Identifies, investigates and reports on key issues affecting regional sustainable development 

performance; 
• Provides support to the scrutiny board to ensure that sustainability issues (including quality of life and 

social inclusion) are addressed in the scrutiny process; 
• Evaluates the effectiveness of advice on sustainability given to regional boards and the integration of 

sustainability appraisals on major regional policies, strategies and programmes; and 
• Liaises with the UK Sustainable Development Commission. 
 

How does it work? 
 

The Sustainable Development Board is required to retain an ‘independent’ role in the region and therefore 
reports to each of the full Assembly, the Regional Executive Board and the Functional Boards, as it considers 
appropriate, to deliver the key tasks listed above and in line with the Assembly business plan. It provides an 
annual report to the Regional Executive Board.  
 

Over the past year the Sustainable Development Board has… 
 

• Helped oversee development of the emerging Integrated Regional Framework (IRF); 
• Overseen work to support local authorities monitor and measure emissions; 
• Initiated a major piece of work on a Regional Adaptation Study on Climate Change; 
• Supported the work of the Regional Energy Forum; 
• Contributed to the Assembly’s Rural and Climate Change scrutiny reviews through a nominated SD Board 

member  
 
What are the priorities for this year? 
 

• Ensure SD and climate change “challenge’’ in policy development in housing, planning and transport; 
• Launch the IRF and implement it through the Assembly strategy review and implementation work; 
• Complete and roll out the Regional Adaptation Study on Climate Change to local government and other 

regional partners; 
• Consider and develop arrangements for the future of sustainable development function post SNR 
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 Assembly essentials 
 

 What you need to know about… 
 

 The Sustainable Development Board 2008/09 

How often does it meet? 
 
The Sustainable Development Board normally meets four times a year.  All meeting agendas, papers and 
minutes are available from the Assembly’s website. 
 
Who are the members? 
 
The Chair and Deputy are Members of the Assembly, one is a Local Authority member and the other is a 
Social, Economic and Environmental Partner member.  The other members of the Board are not necessarily 
Assembly members and include independent sustainable development experts secured through public 
advertisement.  The Local Authority representatives are nominated by the sub regional partnerships. 
 
Name Nominating Body 
Cllr Arthur Barker (Chair) Yorkshire and Humber Assembly 
Naheed Arshad Mather (Deputy) Yorkshire and Humber Assembly 
Cllr Bernard Regan Humber Local Authority Partnership 
Cllr Andrew Waller North Yorkshire Local Authority Partnership 
Cllr Ken Wyatt South Yorkshire Local Authority partnership 
Cllr Ken Sims West Yorkshire Local Authority Partnership 
David Gibbs SD Expert 
Tom Knowland SD Expert 
Phil Webber SD Expert 
Andy Wilson SD Expert 
Jayne Ashley UK SD Commission 
Les Newby Yorkshire Futures 
TBC Yorkshire Forward 
David Fraser Government Office for Yorkshire and Humber 

 

Who supports the board? 
 

The work of the Board is supported and complemented by an Advisory Group that engages sustainability 
practitioners from partner organisations across the region. 
 



 

 

 Assembly essentials 
 

 What you need to know about… 
 

 The Scrutiny Board 2008/09 

What is it? 
 
The Scrutiny Board is responsible for scrutinising delivery of the Regional Economic Strategy (RES) and in 
particular the work of Yorkshire Forward, the Regional Development Agency. Its work is about making sure 
that the activities undertaken by Yorkshire Forward are the right ones for the region, supporting Yorkshire 
Forward and other regional bodies to become more accountable. 
 
What does it do? 
 

The Scrutiny Board undertakes scrutiny activity on behalf of the full Assembly, it: 
 
• Reviews specific areas of activity set out in the Regional Economic Strategy and makes 

recommendations; 
• Seeks to engage with a wide variety of regional stakeholders, harnessing their knowledge and 

experience to ensure that scrutiny recommendations are robust and demonstrably improve the 
quality and impact of work to deliver the Regional Economic Strategy; 

• Monitors the implementation of the agreed actions by Yorkshire Forward; 
• Reports to the Assembly on the progress and impact of scrutiny activity; 
• Works closely with the Regional Sustainable Development Board to ensure that sustainable 

development issues (including quality of life and social inclusion) are addressed in the scrutiny 
process; and 

• Considers, develops and implements mechanisms by which other regional bodies (including the 
Assembly) can become more accountable to the region.  

 
Over the past year the Scrutiny Board has… 
 
• Completed two reviews, into Employment issues, and the region’s Rural Economy; 
• Monitored progress on action plans in relation to previous reviews into Employment and Innovation; 
• Produced publications and developed communication/engagement innovations- including on-line 

consultation and targeted focus group meetings- to increase regional participation in scrutiny.   
 

How does it work? 
 

Formal scrutiny reviews - There are two formal scrutiny reviews each year.  Both focus on priority areas 
within the RES and are agreed by the full Assembly.  The Board undertakes the review by commissioning 
research and seeking the views of stakeholders to identify key lines of enquiry.  Sometimes they co-opt 
experts to help with this work.  The key lines of enquiry are discussed with Yorkshire Forward Board 
Members at a public meeting. The Scrutiny Board then brings all the information together and makes a 
series of recommendations. Finally, an action plan is agreed and the Scrutiny Board monitors how Yorkshire 
Forward delivers the recommendations over the following year. 
 
Regional accountability – The Board is also responsible for considering how scrutiny and accountability 
might be broadened across the region and developing ways of undertaking this work.   
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 Assembly essentials 
 

 What you need to know about… 
 

 The Scrutiny Board 2008/09 

What are the priorities for this year? 
 
• To complete two scrutiny reviews, the first being issues surrounding Climate Change in the region; 
• To support the development of new regional scrutiny arrangements, both through Parliament and work 

in Yorkshire and Humber to be led by local government; 
• To monitor delivery of Yorkshire Forward’s action plans in relation to previous scrutiny reviews 
 
How often does it meet? 
 

The Scrutiny Board holds three business meetings each year, with additional meetings for each review.  All 
meeting agendas, papers and minutes are available from the Assembly website.  (Note: papers associated 
with scrutiny reviews will be confidential until approved and published by the Yorkshire and Humber 
Assembly). 
 
Who are the members? 
 

The Scrutiny Board is made up of full Assembly members (or their named deputy) and is chaired by the 
Deputy Chair of the Assembly.  If a review requires specialist knowledge there is the facility to co-opt two 
additional members. 
 
The current Scrutiny Board members are: 
 
Paul Jagger (Chair) Yorkshire and Humber Assembly Deputy Chair 
Cllr Ann McAllister Calderdale MBC 
Tony Cherry FSB 
Cllr Brian Cleasby Leeds City Council  
Sarah Tyler Regional Forum  
Michael Oughtred Y&H Chambers of Commerce 

 
Who supports the Scrutiny Board? 
 

The work of the Scrutiny Board is supported by the Assembly Scrutiny Team.  The Team is led by Head of 
Service, Iain Lovell.  
 
 



 Meeting Dates 2008/09 

 

 Assembly essentials 
 

 What you need to know about… 
 

 
Below is a list of agreed meeting dates for the Assembly, Regional Executive Board and the functional 
Boards.  For more information about any of these, contact Nicola Baylis on 01924 331560, email: 
nicola.baylis@yhassembly.gov.uk or Emma King on 01924 331590, email: emma.king@YHAssembly.gov.uk.  
 
Yorkshire and Humber Assembly  
 
• 2 October 2008 
• 12 February 2009  
• 2 July 2009 (Annual General Meeting) 

 
The timings and venue for each of these meetings will be confirmed nearer the time, and will be posted on 
the Assembly’s website. 
 
Regional Board Meetings  
 
Each of these meetings will be held at the Assembly’s offices in Wakefield unless otherwise stated. 
 
Regional Executive Board 
 
• 4 September 2008 (1pm – 3pm) 
• 6 November 2008 (1pm – 3pm)  
• 8 January 2009 (1pm – 3pm) 
 

 
• 5 March 2009 (1pm – 3pm) 
• 21 May 2009 (1pm – 3pm) 
 

In addition, the Regional Executive Board may, should the need arise, meet before each YHA Meeting for 
a short meeting. 
 
Regional Housing Board 
 
• 11 July 2008 (10am – 12noon) 
• 3 October 2008 (10am – 12noon) 
• 16 January 2009 (10am – 12noon) 
• 3 April 2009 (10am – 12noon) 
 

Regional Planning Board 
 
• 29 July 2008 (10am – 12noon) 
• 21 October 2008 (10am – 12noon) 
• 3 February 2009 (10am – 12noon) 
• 28 April 2009 (10am – 12noon) 
 

Regional Transport Board 
 
• 25 July 2008 (10am – 12noon) 
• 10 October 2008 (10am – 12noon) 
• 23 January 2009 (10am – 12noon) 
• 24 April 2009 (10am – 12noon) 
 
Venue – Kingswood Suite, Wakefield Town Hall 
 

Sustainable Development Board 
 
• 7 August 2008 (10am – 12noon) 
• 23 October 2008 (10am – 12noon) 
• 29 January 2009 (10am – 12noon) 
• 30 April 2009 (10am – 12noon) 
 

Scrutiny Board 
 
The date of the public scrutiny hearing will be publicised on the Assembly’s website at the beginning of 
each enquiry. 
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 Contacting the Assembly 

 

 Assembly essentials 
 

 What you need to know about… 
 

Main Contact Telephone Number: 01924 331555   Fax: 01924 331559 
General E-Mail: mail@yhassembly.gov.uk 
Website: www.yhassembly.gov.uk  
 
Name Post title 01924 … 
Executive Team 
Jeffrey, Sue Executive Director 331 580 
Martin, Chris Executive Director 331 580 
Jubb, Jessica Executive Services Officer 331 580 
Baylis, Nicola Business Services Officer 331 560 
King, Emma Business Services Officer 331 590 
Resources Team 
Shaw, Mark Resources Manager 331 572 
Arif, Muhammad Resources Officer 331 576 
Mills, Hazel Resources Support Officer 331 570 
Housing and Communities Team 
Warm, Rob Head of Service 331 562 
Clark, Mary Housing Manager 331 564 
Cozens, Carole Housing Manager 331 564 
McCulloch, Fay Housing Research Officer 331 564 
Paton, James Housing & Communities Manager 331 564 
Johnson, Amanda  Administrative Assistant 331 564 
Planning Delivery and Conformity Team 
Haigh, Andy Acting Head of Service 331 601 
Elliot, Martin Planning Manager 331 594 
Hardingham, Ruth Planning Officer 331 593 
Peter, Lyla Research and Information Officer 331 567 
Vacant Administrative Assistant 331 588 
Planning Strategy Team 
Wood, Richard Head of Service 331 592 
Kemp, Will Planning Manager 331 592 
Murfin, Rob Planning Manager 331 592 
Fisher, Harriet Planning Officer 331 597 
Padgett, Mike Transport Advisor 331 575 
Clewlow, Stuart Transport Manager 331 595 
Horrocks, Andy SD & SI Policy Manager 331 587 
Madajewski, Hannah Administrative Assistant 331 592 
Scrutiny and Communications Teams 
Lovell, Iain Head of Service 331 583 
Bunn, Lyndsey Economy and Skills Manager 331 558 
Howe, Hannah Scrutiny Manager 331 585 
Drexler, Liz Information Manager 331 582 
Fudge, Natalie Events Manager 331 584 
Speight, Jodie Communications Officer 331 602 
Singh-Mehmi, Jatinder Sustainable Development Policy Manager 331 587 
Roberts, Martyn Sustainable Development Policy Officer 331 577  
Curry, Vanessa Administrative Assistant 331 558 
Todd, Helen Administrative Assistant 331 587 
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Functional Services 

Sue Malik/Lynn 
Lomas 

Reception 

Hannah Madajewski 
Service Administrator 

Vanessa Curry 
Service Administrator 

Amanda R Johnson 
Service Administrator 

Vacant 
Service Administrator 

Lyndsey Bunn 
Economy & Skills Manager  

Hannah Howe  
Scrutiny Manager  

Jatinder Singh-Mehmi 
Sustainable Development Policy 
Manager (on secondment from 

the Environment Agency)  

Martyn Roberts  
(covering secondment of 

 Chris Pilkington) 
Policy Officer  

Ruth Hardingham 
Planning Officer  

Harriet Fisher 
Planning Officer  

Lyla Peter 
Research and Information 

Officer  Mike Padgett 
Transport Advisor  

Will Kemp 
Planning Manager  

Stuart Clewlow  
Transport Policy Manager  

Rob Murfin 
Planning Manager  

Jodie Speight 
Comm’s Officer 

 

Natalie Fudge 
Events Manager 

 

Liz Drexler 
Information 

Manager  

Kelly Jevons (on maternity) 
Housing & Communities Policy 

Officer 

James Paton 
Inclusion and Governance 

Manager 

Corporate Services 
Executive 

Richard Wood 
Head of Planning Strategy 

Service  
 

Iain Lovell 
Head of Scrutiny Service  

 

Rob Warm 
Head of Housing & Communities 

Service 

Andy Haigh 
Acting Head of Planning 

Conformity & Delivery Service 
(maternity cover for Jenny 

Poxon) 

Jessica Jubb 
Executive Services 

Officer 

Mary Clark 
Policy Manager 

Carole Cozens 
Housing Manager  

Andrew Horrocks 
Strategy Integration & 

Sustainable Development Policy 
Manager  

Martin Elliot  
Planning Manager  

Chair  
Peter Box

Deputy Chair  
Paul Jagger

Executive Director   
Sue Jeffrey

Executive Director  
Chris Martin 

Emma 
King 

Business 
Services 
Officer  Hazel Mills 

Resources Support Officer 

Nicola 
Baylis 

Business 
Services 
Officer  

Muhammad Arif 
Resources Officer  

Yorkshire and Humber Assembly Structure – July 2008

Mark Shaw 
Resources Manager  

Helen Todd 
Service Administrator 

Fay McCulloch 
Housing Research Officer 
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