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23 January 2009   

Regional Transport bosses have today backed a package of transport improvements worth more than £1.35 billion and aimed at meeting business and commuter travel needs in Yorkshire and Humber.

Members of the Yorkshire and Humber Assembly’s Regional Transport Board have re-iterated support for 26 projects across the Region (full list attached) and also endorsed four additional schemes in Leeds, Sheffield and Doncaster worth more than £160m, mostly for public transport improvement in Leeds and South Yorkshire and for improving the A164 between the Humber Bridge and Beverley. 
Following today’s meeting to review progress on Yorkshire and Humber’s regional transport funding allocations (RFA), the Board endorsed the package as part of a wider funding bid that will be presented to Ministers next month. This is part of the Region’s overall advice to Government on regional funding requirements.

The four new schemes being supported are (total RFA support figures in millions):
· The second phase of the New Generation Transport scheme in Leeds - £98.8m

· Additional vehicles for the Sheffield supertram system - £14.3m

· A bus rapid transit network in South Yorkshire, to include linked park and ride sites in Sheffield and Doncaster - £30.5m
· Improvements to the A164 between the Humber Bridge and Beverley £11.7m.

An additional £12.1m is to be provided for the White Rose Way Scheme, Doncaster. 
Regional Transport Board Deputy Chair Tom Glossop said the decision to support these schemes had been taken following independent analysis. In addition, the package also includes measures to quickly boost transport expenditure across the Region to help address the economic downturn, by increasing funding for local transport projects.

“We want to ensure maximum use of the full regional funding allocation to produce good quality projects to provide some of the improved transport links the Region is in serious need of.’’’ he added.

Recent figures have shown Yorkshire and Humber has had a 12.1% rise in traffic since 1998, larger than the national average. This equates to a persistent rise in traffic of around 40,000 extra cars on the region’s roads each year.
Analysis was carried out on each existing and new scheme, providing an overview assessment of policy, value for money and deliverability for each scheme. If supported in the overall advice to Government on regional funding- currently being drawn up by regional agencies- the Board’s endorsement will be presented to ministers, who will progress each project with local authorities and others parties involved in sponsoring individual proposals.

Full list of schemes endorsed:
	Scheme
	Description

	Bridlington Integrated Transport Scheme 
	1000 space P&R, relocation of an existing boat compound and junction improvements

	Waverley Link Road, Rotherham 
	1.9km road between Highfield Lane/Highfield Spring and the B6200 Retford Road. Former open cast site.

	A65 Kirkstall Road Quality Bus Corridor 
	Quality Bus corridor improvements on the A65 Kirkstall Road.

	Beverley Integrated Transport Scheme
	2.7km town centre relief road, 750 space P&R, improved junctions, interchange and bus priorities

	Sheffield Rotherham BRT (South)
	BRT connecting residential and development sites in Rotherham & Sheffield, P&R, junction priorities and new bus lanes.

	A18/A180 Link, Port of Immingham
	New road link between A180 Stalingborough Interchange and the A18 Riby crossroads

	York - 3 P&R Sites
	Park & Ride sites to on radial routes into York

	Yorcard Full Scheme
	Roll out a region wide multi-modal  smartcard

	Leeds Station - Southern Access
	New southern access to Leeds station

	A6182 White Rose Way Improvements, Doncaster
	1.7km upgrade from single to dual carriageway between M18 J3 and Ladybank, new junctions, bridge over ECML, pedestrian and cycle facilities

	Sheffield Rotherham BRT (North)
	BRT Northern Route connecting development sites in the Lower Don Valley with the centres of Rotherham and Sheffield.

	A61 Penistone Road QBC, Sheffield
	Provide quality public transport between North Sheffield (A61 corridor) and the City Centre

	East Leeds Parkway Station
	New strategic 500 space rail park and ride located to the east of Leeds at Micklefield

	A684 Bedale/ Aiskew/ Leeming Bar Bypass
	Link from the A684 north of Bedale to the A684 east of Leeming Bar, Interchange with A1(M)

	Leeds Rail Growth Package
	Enhancement of rail P&R across the Leeds City Region. Construction of new rail stations at Kirkstall Forge and Apperley Bridge

	A 630 Centenary Way Maintenance Scheme, Rotherham
	A630 Centenary Way between Canklow Road and A6178 Sheffield Road reconstruction

	Leeds Public Transport(NGT) – Ph 1 
	Phase 1 of High quality rapid transport electric trolleybus network, modern accessible vehicles.

	A636 Denby Dale Road/Charlesworth Way, Wakefield, Maintenance
	Reduce deformation on A636 Denby Road and Charlesworth Way - part of the city gyratory system.

	A639 Colorado Way Maintenance Scheme, Castleford
	Reduce deformation on A639 Colorado /Park Way and the M62 Junction 32

	A57 Todwick Crossroads, Rotherham 
	Widen to dual carriageway, better horizontal alignment, junction imps., pedestrian facilities.

	Castleford Integrated Transport Scheme
	Improved town centre interchange from provision of new bus station and associated improvements.

	Haxby Station ,York
	New station facilities with P&R and links to other transport modes inc. walking and cycling routes. 

	Wakefield Westgate Station
	A bay platform to improve performance of the local Huddersfield service, and allow reintroduction of the Pontefract/Knottingley service

	A160/A180,Port of Immingham 
	A160 / A180 Improvements Immingham

	M18 Finningley Link Road,  Doncaster
	FARRRS Link Road from M18 J3 to RHADS with A638 connections and local access to Rossington 

	A63 Castle Street, Hull 
	Grade separation of Mytongate Junction with A63 plus various overground and underground options

	Leeds NGT

Phase 2
	Extend the network of services in the existing scheme for Bus Rapid Transit

	Sheffield Supertram

Additional vehicles
	Additional vehicles

	South Yorkshire Integr8 public transport package
	Strategic Park and Ride sites in Sheffield and Doncaster linked by Bus Rapid Transit sites

	A164 Humber Bridge to Beverley Route Improvement
	Improvement of A164, including roundabout improvements and a new cycleway


Note to News Editors 

For more details contact Iain Lovell at the Yorkshire and Humber Assembly, tel 01924 331583, e-mail iain.lovell@yhassembly.gov.uk
Yorkshire and Humber Assembly

The Yorkshire and Humber Assembly is the region’s strategic partnership.  It brings together key partners to promote the economic, social and environmental well being of everyone who lives and works in the region.   A voluntary organisation, with members drawn from the region’s 22 local authorities and the social, environmental and economic sectors within the region.

