Regional Inclusion Framework - Background

Progress in the Region 2006 – Policy Implications
1.
Implications for a socially inclusive region.

The picture is one of the most positive the region has seen in recent years, with more positive trends than negative and performance improving compared to the national average more often than it is declining. However of the five ‘landmark’ issues identified, three are directly related to key issues that reduce the potential for a more inclusive region.

Widening Gaps and Inequalities – whilst the extent of deprivation is reducing, it appears to be becoming more concentrated in certain areas. This along with analysis of future trends in areas like skills, health and housing points to what could become a potentially more divided society. Divisions can be tied to localities and ethnicity too, with implications for community cohesion. The ‘Diversity’ and economic inclusion agendas are important in addressing this.
Housing Markets and Affordability – house prices are rising faster than incomes, and there is a gulf between areas of low demand and others that are unaffordable for many people.

Public Health and Obesity – despite a backdrop of lengthening lifespans, some key determinants of health – most notably obesity – are deterioration. This risks undermining future health improvements and could also impact upon employment and the economy.

Other issues.

Violent crime – although not a headline indicator itself (and hence not one of the five ‘Landmark’ issues) levels of violent crime have risen and moved from being significantly below to above national average. This contrasts some other areas of crime were there have been improvements.
2.
Quality of Life Chapter - Policy Implications at a glance

First Class Quality of Life is assessed by seven headline indicators incorporating 14 measures, although it has not been possible to gain new data for all of these. Where there is new information, absolute trends are generally positive on deprivation and rural prosperity, but more mixed on crime and health – with heightened life expectancy and fewer burglaries on the one hand, but rising obesity and more violent crime on the other. It is also notable that on some key measures – for 

instance crime levels, deprivation and healthy lifestyles – the position in comparison to the national average is deteriorating.

3.
Good News

The Health of the Rural Economy Index has risen, with performance now 21% higher than the baseline. A RES based urban renaissance indicator is under development.

Regional life expectancy has risen, slightly more for men than women, with male life expectancy 75.8 years and female 80.4, and notable variations across communities too. The rise is of a similar scale to nationally.

Fear of crime (burglary) has fallen sharply and the gap to national average has closed.

4.
Mixed or Uncertain Progress

Just over 13% of people in the region are living in workless households, an improvement on the baseline of 14.5% but slightly higher than the previous year, and not as big an improvement as nationally over the same period.

Access to services in rural areas declined in terms of households within 2km of a primary school, although nearly 90% remained within this range. A similar but greater trend occurred nationally and the region does better than the national average.

Culture: access to sports facilities. There has been no update so progress is uncertain. Work is required to further develop cultural headline indicator(s).

Smoking has decreased slightly, although only for women (to

26% of women compared to 30% of men) and not as fast as

it has fallen nationally.

Crime levels overall in the region show mixed trends. Robberies stand out as a crime that has risen sharply, mirroring but slightly higher than the national trend. In contrast, levels of burglary have fallen fast. A context of variable crime data should be noted. Violent crime has risen significantly in absolute and relative terms and is a key issue.

5.
Cause for Concern

Obesity is rising fast – by over 10% in two years – and faster than nationally.
6.
Headline Implications

Reductions in workless households have not occurred as fast as might be expected given national trends and more employment – suggesting deprivation is becoming more concentrated. This has implications for how to address inclusion and supports the RES focus on a firm but sophisticated approach to worklessness. Unemployment varies notably between groups, and gender pay gaps remain, especially for women returning to work, often part time, after having children. Research into how employers can better utilise and reward this and other diverse groups would be valuable.

Whilst life expectancy is increasing, it appears more work may be required to help people give up smoking, and to tackle health inequalities. There is some evidence of rising polarity between those adopting healthy lifestyles and the opposite, with obesity a growing problem.

Strong action remains necessary in order to tackle levels of crime, especially in the worst affected areas such as the Humber, and for increasing and serious.

There is great scope to use the opportunity of the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games to boost sports participation and physical activity in the region, helping to improve health and the emerging issue of obesity, as well to catalyse wider cultural; social and economic benefits. The ‘Yorkshire Gold’ 2012 Strategy for the Region should address these points.
Progress in the Region identifies what and where improved delivery is required on inclusion outcomes. However, how inclusion related work is delivered is key to improved success. 

The Assembly is current consulting on the key success factors for work that delivers on inclusion.
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