Policy YH8 – Green Infrastructure
What are the headlines?

Develop and maintain areas and networks of green infrastructure throughout the region

Local Development Frameworks should:

· Define a hierarchy of green infrastructure 

· Improve connectivity of GI

· Ensure that the social and economic benefits of GI are reflected

· Reflect the role that GI plays in supporting the provision of Renewable Energy, microclimate control and flood risk management

Identifies specific assets of significance for the protection and enhancement of GI
What are the outcomes and how will we measure this policy?
Green infrastructure has improved and a more accessible and healthy environment is available. There are two indicators that will be used to measure this policy:

· Amount, type, accessibility and quality of green infrastructure.  
· No loss of playing fields to development.

Social and economic benefits of green infrastructure are recognised and promoted in local and sub regional strategies and plans. Our indicators will be health and well being in the region.
Who is involved and how?
· Local authorities will prepare LDFs in accordance with the RSS settlement hierarchy, ensure that the location of development is in line with the RSS settlement network.  They will also prepare other strategies, plans, programmes and make investment decisions that support the outcomes.
· Regional, sub regional and local organisations role will be to prepare strategies, plans, programmes and investment decisions. 

· Forestry Commission will prepare the Regional Forestry Strategy and manage the English Woodland Grant Scheme

· Community Forest Partnerships will prepare plans and investment decisions in support of the South Yorkshire Forest, the White Rose Forest for West Yorkshire and the HEYWOOD Strategy for Hull and East Riding

· Natural England will 
· The Environment Agency will 
· Sport England will prepare and implement the Yorkshire Plan for Sport and ensure that recreation spaces are maintained

Proposed timescale and funding for this work

This work is ongoing.  Funding will come from Community Infrastructure Levy. 
Infrastructure

No strategic infrastructure required to implement the outcomes of this policy.

Actions
The Assembly will:

· Implement RSS policies through conformity role 

· RSS Review

· Funding recommendations

· Lobbying

· Partnership working

· Research

Others will:

· Prepare Local Development Frameworks 

