Policy T1 – Personal Travel Reduction and Modal Shift
What are the headlines?

The Region will aim to reduce travel demand, traffic growth and congestion, shift to low environmental impact modes, improve journey time reliability, reduce energy consumption, secure air quality improvement, improve public transport and accessibility by non-car modes and promote high safety and personal security standards. 
· LDFs and transport assessments accompanying planning applications to be informed by accessibility criteria

· Transport Authorities to make best use of highway network

· Protect the function of the strategic road network through appropriate location of development, demand management and influencing travel behaviour

· Growth of congestion addressed through positive measures
· Car use, particularly at peak periods, should be managed through parking controls and charging or road user charging
What are the risks of failing to deliver?

· Congestion constrains labour markets, supply chains and effectiveness of regional markets.  

· Reduces agglomeration advantages of cities and sub-regional cities that has potential to reduce growth and/or result in inappropriate locations of economic development.

· Air quality is worsened and affects health.  
· CO2 emissions continue to increase leading to global warming  
What are the outcomes and how will we measure this policy?

· Reduction in travel demand and modal shift to more sustainable modes. Measured through:
· Trips by different modes of transport.

· Conformity with accessibility standards.

· Planning applications supported by transport assessment and Travel Plan.
· People are travelling shorter distances to access employment, services and facilities. Measured through:

· Distance travelled.

· Congestion problems both within and between the Region’s cities and major towns have been significantly reduced. Measured through:

· Average travel time.

· Reduction in average journey time on strategic road network
How are we performing?

· AMR 2007 revealed that there was no change in mode share for travel to work 

· Slight increase in numbers walking to school and increase in distance walked

· Distance travelled by all modes increased by 13% from 2004 to 2006

· Number of vehicle kilometres by road increased over 8.5% between 2001 to 2006
Who is involved and how?
· Local Authorities will prepare policies in LDFs and ensure the policy is implemented through Development Control decisions.  They will prepare Local Transport Plans.  They will explore demand management measures, including road user charging.   
· Passenger Transport Authorities will develop investment plans and take decisions based on these.  They will also prepare Local Transport Plans.  
· The Highways Agency  will prepare investment plans and make decisions based on these.  
· Network Rail  will develop investment plans and make decisions.  They will also prepare rail utilisation strategies.  
· Train operating companies will grant franchises, prepare investment plans and make decisions based on these.  
What infrastructure is needed to support the outcomes?

· Bus priority and interchange improvements

· Rail capacity improvements

· Road and junction improvements

· Cycle and walking networks & facilities

· Traffic management & UTMC

Proposed timescale and funding for this work

· This work is ongoing

· Local Authorities will need to bring forward their Local Development Frameworks as soon as is practicable to reflect the RSS.  The estimated time for Core Strategy completion across the region is by 2015.  This will enable easier site selection for major installed capacity.  
· Funding for this work will come from the Department for Transport 
· LTP block (schemes <£5m)

· Highways Agency (schemes <£5m)

· RFA (schemes >£5m)

· HA Major schemes – (motorways/ trunk roads)

· Rail network improvements

· Transport Innovation Fund
· Funding will also come from Local Authorities, Passenger Transport Authorities, train operating companies, bus operating companies, developers and road users.  

Actions

By 2010 the Assembly will help to implement this policy by:
· Implementing RSS policies through conformity role 

· Comments on DPDs

· Responses to strategic planning applications


· Preparing an RSS Update which reflects the need to ensure that new development is located in areas are adequately supported by public transport and that new development is in areas where transport capacity is or can be provided
· Funding recommendations


· Lobbying


· Partnership working
· Events and promotion
· Preparing Guidance, Good Practice and Research


Others will:

· Set Parking controls and charging 

· Travel planning

· Travel awareness campaigns

· Other demand management measures

· Bus quality partnerships & contracts

· Planning agreements 

· Road safety partnerships 

· Urban Congestion Target Implementation Plans
What are the priority actions for this year: 2008/09?

The Regional Executive Board has agreed that this year, we will need to tackle the implementation of T1 as a priority.  We will:
· Ensure investment in public transport 

· Stronger demand management 

· Influence development decisions on accessibility

· Research and capacity building 
