Policy ENV1 – Development and Flood Risk 
What are the headlines?

· Manage flood risk proactively by reducing the causes of flooding 

· Follow a sequential approach to development in areas at lowest risk of flooding

· Facilitate development in certain parts of the region through flood management 

· Provide flood storage, habitat creation, managed realignment and positive land management
What are the outcomes and how will we measure this policy?

· Flood risk will be successfully managed by limiting development, providing suitable defences to existing property in vulnerable areas, and introducing land management changes to reduce flood risk and help manage flood events.  Measured through:

· Number of planning permissions granted contrary to EA advice on flood risk.

· Condition of flood defences.

· Flood risk will not have been a barrier to achieving regeneration and economic regional and sub regional priorities, provided the development proposals have followed the land allocation process set out in PPS25. Measured through:
· Population living in high flood risk areas

· Local authorities with completed SFRAs.

Who is involved and how?
· Local Authorities will prepare policies in LDFs and ensure the policy is implemented through Development Control decisions.   They will complete Strategic Flood Risk Assessments to assist in decision making.
· Environment Agency will prepare Catchment Flood Management Plans, Regional Water Resources Strategy, Humber Estuary Strategic Management Plans, Long Term Programme for Flood Defence and comment on LDF preparation and planning applications. 
· Yorkshire Forward  will prepare the Regional Economic Strategy.
· The Highways Agency will take flood risk into account through its investment plans and decisions
· Network Rail will take flood risk into account through its investment plans and decisions

· The Regional Forestry Strategy Steering Group will prepare the Regional Forestry Strategy Investment Plan and take decisions which seek to provide flood storage and provide positive land management practices.

· Internal Drainage Boards will make investment decisions  and also address the impacts of pluvial flooding i.e. heavy rain events on the drainage systems of towns and cities 
· Landowners will make land management decisions in support of Catchment Flood Management Plans

· Natural England will ensure through its Environmental Stewardship Grants scheme that flood risk is a key part of environmental management

· Water and Sewage Companies will through their investment plans and decisions address flood risk and its management

What infrastructure is needed to deliver these outcomes?
· Flood Defences

Proposed timescale and funding for this work

· Local Authorities will need to bring forward their Local Development Frameworks as soon as is practicable to reflect the RSS.  The estimated time for Core Strategy completion across the region is by 2015.
· Funding for this work will come from Regional Flood Defence Funds (including DEFRA grants to the Environment Agency, private funding, Internal Drainage Board funds, Forestry Commission and Natural England grants).  Developer contributions will also provide significant sources of funding for flood management and defence works.  
Actions

By 2010 the Assembly will help to implement this policy by:
· Implementing RSS policies through conformity role 

· Comments on DPDs

· Responses to strategic planning applications


· Preparing an RSS Update which is informed by a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment
· Funding recommendations


· Lobbying


· Partnership working
· Especially with the Environment Agency 
· Capacity Building

· Preparing Guidance, Good Practice and Research 
· Make the information underpinning the SFRA available to local authorites in support of current and future SFRAs 

Others will:

· Steer development to areas at lowest risk of flooding (Local Authorities, Environment Agency, Government Office)
· Design new development so as to reduce its impact on flood risk (developers)

· Ensure that Sustainable Drainage Systems are incorporated in building design (Local Authorities, Environment Agency, developers)

· Manage land in ways which assists in flood storage (Forestry Commission, Environment Agency, Natural England, landowners)

