Policy E7 Rural Economy 
What are the headlines?

· Diversify and strengthen the rural economy

· Support towns as hubs that provide main focus for employment 

· Support farm diversification and re-use existing buildings
What are the outcomes and how will we measure this policy?

· The region has supported the development of a strong and diverse rural economy.  Measured by:
· Rural Economic performance and
· Safeguarding distinctive rural character

Who is involved and how?
· Local Authorities will prepare policies in LDFs and ensure the policy is implemented through Development Control decisions.  
· Local Strategic Partnerships will help prepare Sustainable Community Strategies that reflect the importance of the rural economy for different parts of the region
· Yorkshire Forward  will prepare the Regional Economic Strategy and make investment decisions which facilitate the delivery of these outcomes.  They will also prepare and deliver the Rural Development Programme for England.  
· Yorkshire and Humber Rural Board will prepare the Yorkshire and Humber Rural Framework
· Natural England will manage the Rural Development Programme for England
· The Forestry Commission will manage the English Woodland Grant Scheme  
· Country Land and Business Association will lobby on behalf of rural business and provide grants 

What infrastructure is needed to deliver these outcomes?
No specific infrastructure has been identified
Proposed timescale and funding for this work

· Local Authorities will need to bring forward their Local Development Frameworks as soon as is practicable to reflect the RSS and by 2011 to meet Government targets.  
· Funding for this work will come from Yorkshire Forward and the Sub-Regional Investment Plans
· Natural England, the Forestry Commission and the Country Land and Business Association will also be a source of funding
Actions

By 2010 the Assembly will help to implement this policy by:
· Implementing RSS policies through conformity role 

· Comments on DPDs

· Responses to strategic planning applications


· Lobbying
· Events


· Partnership working

Others will:

· Ensure that the needs of rural business is promoted and facilitated in the region
