Work on Economic Performance by Experian 

Publication of an Interim Report 18th December 2008 

We have now published an interim report on ‘Testing the advice on the range of housing supply provided by the National Housing and Planning Advice Unit’,

the report has been jointly commissioned by the Regional Assembly and Yorkshire Forward – The Regional Development Agency. The brief for this work is also on the web site.

The work has provided some important technical evidence that will help to inform the debate on the scale and distribution of new housing in the Region. It is not a policy position and has not been agreed by the Assembly.

Early findings from it have been used in the consultation events that we have carried out to publicise the RSS update 2009 Spatial Options consultation and in the Spatial Options document. The findings have generated a lot of interest at these events and we have published this interim report now to help individuals and organisations in preparing their response to the consultation. These responses along with the other evidence we are gathering will help the Assembly in moving to a policy position on the future scale and distribution of housing.  

The interim report covers the following issues

· An estimate of the outcome of the next round of CLG trend based household projections that will be published in spring 2009

· A forecast of the scale of housing provision that is needed to support the projected economic growth of the region

· A projections of the likely trends in the affordability of housing over the Plan period

· An estimate of the future volume of social and affordable housing needed in the region

· A comparison of the approach taken by the NHPAU in modelling the future affordability of housing and that taken by Experian.

Further work will be carried out by Experian and included in their final report that will cover: - 

· The implications of students living in halls of residence rather than in mainstream housing

· Future levels of economic led migration

· A rerun of the regional economic forecast that will include data from the autumn period of economic slow down

This will be published in a final report early next year

In addition the Assembly will undertake the following work as part of progressing the RSS Update: -

· Evaluate the additional evidence that will be provided in responses to the consultation on the RSS Update Spatial Options.

· Liaise further with the NHPAU on testing the housing supply range

· Look further at how patterns of international migration might change in the future

· Look further at the prospects for delivery of new housing through private and public funding and at the nature of the housing market after the current downturn. 

We would welcome any evidence you have that will help us in this further work.
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