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Background

1. Work to develop The Yorkshire and Humber Plan (the draft Regional Spatial Strategy including the Regional Transport Strategy) has taken place over an extended period from 2004 onwards, with extensive engagement of local authority members and officers and a wide range of social and economic and environmental partners in its preparation.  

2. The Assembly published the draft Regional Spatial Strategy for consultation in December 2005. The subsequent process of ‘testing’ and debating the issues raised during the consultation took place through an ‘Examination-in-Public” (EiP) held in September and October 2006 and presided over by an independent Panel.  The Assembly led the preparation of the Plan up to this point.

3. In May 2007 Government Office published the report of the Panel. This sets out the Panel’s conclusions on the issues raised at the EiP.  In total, the Panel makes 118 recommendations as to how the Plan might be changed.  

Current Position

4. The Panel’s report is published for information, not for consultation – so a specific response is not invited at this stage. Information on the Panel Report’s findings has been widely disseminated (an Assembly briefing note is available). 

5. The Secretary of State now has the responsibility for finalising The Yorkshire and Humber Plan. Government Office is currently considering the Panel’s recommendations and the Secretary of State will publish ‘Proposed Changes’ to the Plan for public consultation.  This consultation was to take place from July but is now programmed for September.  

6. The Assembly (and other organisations) will therefore have the opportunity to respond to the Proposed Changes published by the Secretary of State later in the year. As the consultation will not finish until early December 2007 this will push back the finalisation of the Plan until Spring 2008.

Progress To Date
7. The Regional Executive Board gave an early reaction to the Panel Report at its meeting on 17 May 2007, agreeing that the key next step would be to listen to the views of Members, partners and stakeholders on the Panel’s recommendations, alongside the Assembly staff team undertaking more detailed assessment of implications.  Key issues identified by the Board for further discussion were:

· On the implications of the Panel’s recommendation of higher rates of house building after 2011 – in particular with the West Yorkshire authorities given the scale of the potential increase.

· On the Panel recommendation that RSS should not be specific in identifying principal service centres (which would leave many parts of the Region without any named settlements in the Plan).

· On the Panel recommendation that RSS should include new policies on ‘Green Infrastructure’ and ‘inequalities, health and well-being’.
8. The Transport, Housing and Sustainable Development Boards have all considered the Panel Report.  At its meeting on 29 June the Regional Planning Board was able to take stock of these and other reactions.  This has helped the Planning Board to begin to shape up a line of response to the key issues outlined above.  Key concerns are being raised about the scale of housing growth that the Region is likely to be required to accommodate and the potential for the Plan’s urban transformation strategy to be undermined. Dialogue with members and partners are continuing on these issues.

Conclusion

9. The purpose of considering the Panel recommendations now is to make the best use of available time.  The Assembly (unlike GOYH) also has to the scope to have dialogue with partners.  A 12-week consultation period does not allow that much time for digestion, reporting and debate.  A response to the Proposed Changes will provide an important and last opportunity to influence the final content of The Yorkshire and Humber Plan.

Richard Wood, 

Head of Service Planning Delivery
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