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MAINSTREAMING AGEING INTO REGIONAL STRATEGIES

1. The Yorkshire and Humber Region has joined the Silver Economy Network of European Regions. (SENER).  Demographic change is affecting the whole of the European Union and the SENER has an excellent track record of applying for EU funding to tackle the challenges that this demographic change is bringing. Tunstall in Yorkshire has received an 8m euros grant to develop technology, which will enable older people to remain independent in their own homes for longer.

2. Regional Strategies and Demographic Ageing – Regional organisations are becoming increasingly important in the governance of all European Member States and the Strategies they develop and deliver will have significant impact on the economic and social development of their regions.

3. These regional strategies are being developed at a time of change both within Europe and internationally.  One of the key areas of change facing all regions is the ageing of our population. Demographic ageing – as a result of our improved longevity and declining fertility means a shift in the structure of our population. The Age Structure of our population is growing older and the rate of change accelerating. Older people will become more important for their contribution to economies and communities for the demands they make as consumers and for their expectations as citizens.

4. The European Policies Research Centre at the University of Strathclyde has worked with partners of the Regions for All Ages programme to develop an age proofing toolkit that has been sponsored by the Committee of the Regions and Age Concern England.  

5. This Age Proofing Toolkit was launched in Brussels in June 2007.  Richard Baker (ACE), Co-ordinator, Regions for All Ages Programme spoke in detail of the demographic change and European Regions and I spoke as Chair of Future Years, Regional Forum on Ageing” explaining the structure and programme of the Future Years Forum – a co-ordinated approach to Ageing in the Yorkshire Regions.

6. The challenge for regions now is to respond practically. Yorkshire Forward is actively looking at the impact of demographic change in our Region and taking action to specifically work with older people. A recent project is based on Third Age Entrepreneurs. I attended and spoke at the launch in Sheffield last year and will keep the Assembly informed as these and other initiatives progress

Shelagh Marshall

Chair, Future Years - Regional Forum on Ageing.
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