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WORKING IN EUROPE - RESOURCES 

The New European Regional Development Fund Programme 2007 – 2013
1. This funding will bring around £50 million into Yorkshire and Humber each year, over the next seven years.  Following ministerial approval, our Operational Programme, setting out the Region’s plans for spending this, was submitted to the European Commission in Brussels in April, the first to arrive from any English region.  It has now passed the “admissibility” test.  The first formal negotiating session takes place today, 10 July. 

2. Given that it’s impossible to tell how long the negotiations might last, progress is being made with the practicalities.  

· By the end of October 2007, legal authority should have been given to Yorkshire Forward to administer these funds, following the transfer of this responsibility from Government Office

· Governance plans will be put to the task and finish group which is steering the development of the Operational Programme at the end of July.  These will then be considered by the Regional Executive Board in early September. 

3. Delivery is the other key issue.  Given the tight time constraints which govern expenditure, we need to be setting up delivery plans NOW, although we do not have formal approval for our Operational Programme.

4. Check the full Operational Programme on www.goyh.gov.uk 

For further information, advice and guidance on ERDF project development, talk to these colleagues from Yorkshire Forward: 

	Craig Wallace
	covering  North Yorkshire, innovation and R&D

	Lis Cathery
	covering Enterprise, West Yorkshire

	Gerri Kostrzewa
	covering Community, Economic Infrastructure, South Yorkshire, the Humber.


 Call 0113 394 9600 or email them at Yorkshire Forward  

Committee Of The Regions Open Days – Brussels  8 – 11 October 2007 

5. These open days, designed to showcase work led by European regional and local authorities, have been held annually since 2004.  In essence, this is the European trade fair for these organisations, one which is increasingly well supported with 4000 participants expected in October.  This will include senior politicians, chief executives from the private sector, leaders from business and education.  This year the focus is on the new ERDF programme.    

6. The event, supported by DG Region, is based on a programme of over 100 seminars, supported by the Investors’ Café which allows regions and others from both the private and public sectors to promote themselves, in the equivalent of a market place. Last year we had a presence at the seminars and an exhibition stand. Everyone from Yorkshire and Humber who attended felt it had been worthwhile since it offers an opportunity to showcase the Region, as well as making the new contacts so important for transnational working and policy development. 

7. This year we’re going again, with a co-ordinated team, keen to: 

· Raise the profile of Yorkshire and Humber as a modern European region 

· Develop and maintain European networks and relationships 

· Increase our understanding of how Europe works in our particular fields and how to make the most of this, through funding or policy development.  

For information, check this excellent website: 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/conferences/od2007/index.cfm
If you are interested in attending, contact Jane Hustwit on 0113 394 9600 or email jane.hustwit@yorkshire-forward.com 

Yorkshireurope 

8. Yorkshireurope is the Region’s representation in Brussels.  Based in the city’s European quarter, the team know what’s going on.  They offer early intelligence on the Commission’s thinking, check which regions are looking for partners and ideas, and offer practical guidance on funding, policy influence and development. 

Contact them on 00 322 735 3408 or European.office@yorkshire.be
Alternatively, there’s a useful website www.yorkshireurope.be 
Jane Hustwit

Director, Yorkshireurope

PAGE  
2

