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A biodiversity strategy for the region

• New opportunities
• The challenges

• Realising biodiversity’s 
contribution 

• The approach

• Progress so far
• Next steps



Improved legislative & policy   
framework



Main drivers for biodiversity

• UKBAP ~ 1994 
– response to CBD & Rio

• EU Gottenburg summit ~ 2001
– 2010 target

• England Biodiversity Strategy ~ 2002
– Embedding biodiversity
– 10 workstreams (sectoral & cross cutting)

• Millennium Ecosystem Approach~ 2005
– One Planet Living
– Ecosystem services





From: Securing the regions future, 
HMSO 2006



A crisis on our doorstep



• Native European species threatened with extinction
– 42% mammals
– 43% birds
– 45% butterflies
– 45% reptiles
– 30% amphibians

[From DG Environment COM(2006) 216: Halting the loss of biodiversity by 2010 – and beyond. Sustaining 
ecosystem services for human well being]

• In the UK loss of local populations (local extinctions) have replicated 
European declines over last 20-40 years

– Birds: 54% of spp declined in range; 0% total 
extinctions

– Butterflies: 71% spp declined in range; 3.4% 
total extinction

– Vascular plants: 28% of spp declined in range; 
0.4% total extinction

[From J Thomas et al (2004) Science 303, 1897-1882]



England Biodiversity Strategy

• Policy integration for key 
sectors

• Policy focus
• Action at all levels � local, 

regional& national
• Partnership approach �

broad and inclusive 
• Monitoring and reporting 

essential
• Political accountability





Our emerging approach



Key challenges for the region?
1. Enhance biodiversity by:

– protecting & restoring the 
marine environment

– restoring & expanding 
priority habitats

– recovering widespread 
species

2. Act sustainably by 
putting biodiversity at the 
heart of the policy agenda

3. Help biodiversity to adapt 
to climate change

4. Encourage more people 
to enjoy & take action for 
their local biodiversity



1. Enhancing biodiversity by..
• Protect and restore the marine 

environment 
– network of marine protected areas
– healthy marine ecosystems

• Restore and increase habitat extent
– protect existing sites 
– recreate new habitats
– link isolated and fragmented sites as 

part of biodiverse landscapes
– Target resources to help widespread 

species and develop large-scale 
solutions



2. Better integration

• Closer working with the 
other sectors & 
organisations – at all levels

• Evidence, advice & support 
required to inform policy 
makers & decision takers 

• Understanding the links e.g. 
flood defence & the natural 
environment

• s40 NERC duty requires all 
public authorities to have 
regard to biodiversity



3. Biodiversity & climate change
• The most serious long-term 

threat to our natural 
environment 

• Isolated & fragmented habitats 
surrounded by inhospitable 
land use

• Marine & coastal habitats & 
species threatened by sea level 
rise, increased storm intensity, 
ocean acidification & 
ecological collapse

• Securing ecosystems services 
to ameliorate climate change 
impacts - biodiversity will be  
part of the solution



4. Encourage more people to 
enjoy & conserve nature

• Accessible natural greenspace for the social & 
economic benefits it provides

• A robust network of Local & Regional 
biodiversity partnerships delivering action



Preliminary findings from 5th Sept…
• the need for a cross sectoral approach
• ensure effective delivery of existing plans & policies (RSS etc)
• improve evidence base & monitoring
• develop credible targets to influence regional resource spend & 

activity
• develop greater understanding of regional value of biodiversity
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Break out session

1. How does Biodiversity link with the IRF and 
the region’s landmark issues? –MAIN ROOM

2. How do successful strategies secure meaningful 
buy in from partners? – ANTE ROOM

3. How can the emerging Regional Biodiversity 
Strategy support the delivery of sustainable 
development in the region? –BRODRICK 1

• 4.  What needs to be done for biodiversity to be 
taken seriously? –BRODRICK 2
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