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TOP DOWN APPROACH BOTTOM UP APPROACH

Some studies only recently 
undertaken (eg Sheffield Rotherham)

LPAs could identify 
physical capacity to 
accommodate 
development 

LPAs carry out  
background 
work, possibly 
updating current 
monitoring work 

Competition 
between LPAs – 
likelihood of 
agreement? 

Emphasis 
on city / 
town 
catchment 
areas 

Can this be done 
using a consistent 
approach? 

Time consuming 

Costly 

More strategic, 
neutral approach 
to planning 

Agreement 
required on 
methodology 
and approach

Linkage to other strategies / 
research / policies (eg economic 
development, transport) 

Flexible, broad 
approach to 
assessing 
capacity Detailed capacity 

assessment 

Emphasis on 
region / sub-
regional catchment 
areas 

Easier to co-
ordinate 
research 

Funding more 
likely? 

Simpler to 
produce - 
easier to 
update 

Short 
timescale 

Too general? 

Too detailed? 

Need for change at the 
upper level of the 
hierarchy? 


