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Adapting to the Climate Change Challenge
Two key new studies, looking at how local communities might be affected by, and need to cope with climate change, are being launched in the region today (Fri 13 March).

Environment Minister Hilary Benn will be the keynote speaker when the Yorkshire and Humber Climate Change Adaptation Study and the revised Climate Change Plan for Yorkshire and Humber are unveiled.

The Adaptation Study is the culmination of almost a year’s work assessing the likely problems caused by climate change, and identifying both what can be done to adapt the region’s infrastructure and services to deal with the problems and which organisations are best placed to take the lead on delivering the work. Originally started a year after the 2007 floods which devastated parts of Yorkshire and Humber, the study also provides each local authority in the region with a framework to highlight key vulnerabilities such as cost, urgency and constraints, which need to be addressed to help implement adaptation in individual areas.
The Climate Change Plan for Yorkshire and Humber is aimed at regional and local leaders, and for decision makers in all sectors. It provides principles that will help the region adapt to climate change and reduce our contribution to its causes. It also provides a framework for action that will influence other plans in the region such as local Sustainable Community Strategies and the single Integrated Regional Strategy. The Plan focuses on areas where discussions with regional and local stakeholders suggest that current work and programmes on their own will not deliver the outcomes and joint action will be required. The plan will not remain static. It will be responsive to the needs of the region, ensure we are better prepared for extreme weather, take advantage of opportunities and will support new legislation.
Following the 2007 floods, in this region alone: 

· In Hull 8,600 homes (20,000 people) and 1,300 businesses were flooded;

· In Sheffield the Neepsend electricity substation was shut down with loss of power to 40,000 people; 

· More than 1,000 people were evacuated from villages near Ulley reservoir dam following structural damage - this also led to the M1 in South Yorkshire being closed for 40 hours.
The Pitt Review recommended that the Government should give priority to both adaptation and mitigation in its programmes to help cope with future extremes of weather such as winds and gales, blizzards and ice, increased flooding and heat waves which are caused by climate change. 

More than 100 key local government and other regional stakeholders will attend the launch at the Royal York Hotel at an event which will also include a question and answer session with experts from local government, the Environment Agency, Yorkshire Forward and the Regional Flood Defence Committee. 

Arthur Barker, Chair of Local Government Yorkshire and Humber and the Yorkshire and Humber Assembly’s Sustainable Development Board, said both pieces of work were important steps in ensuring the region is ready and able to cope with climate change in the future.

“We need to be clear on the changes that are likely in the years ahead, which areas will be most affected and what we need to do now to prepare, adapt and rise to the challenges of climate change,’’ he added.
“This work details practical steps that can be taken at a local level to anticipate the changes and reduce the risks of climate change.”

The event at the Royal York Hotel, next to York Railway Station, runs from 10am to 12-30pm, with the keynote speech being followed by presentations and the Q&A session. 

Background information

The Regional Adaptation Study

Jointly led by the Yorkshire and Humber Assembly, Yorkshire Forward, Government Office for Yorkshire and the Humber, the Environment Agency, Yorkshire Futures, Natural England, the Forestry Commission, and the UK Climate Impacts Programme, work on the study co-incided with the Pitt Review into the 2007 floods which devastated the region.
The study was undertaken by internationally renowned consultants Royal Haskoning, who also oversaw the North East Climate Change Adaptation Study, focussing on potential impacts of climate change in that region. The implications of these changes for the region were assessed, and measures to build resilience identified by assessing information on likely impacts on key sectors (Business & Economy;  Public & Voluntary Services;  Infrastructure & Utilities;  Biodiversity; and Health and Welfare).

Key findings of the study include: 

· annual average daily temperatures rising, by almost 2°C; with extreme hot temperatures increasing and summer temperatures more regularly reaching 34°C; 

· a reduction in annual rainfall of up to 6%, although by less in upland areas; greater seasonality of rainfall, with increases in winter combined with significant reductions in summer; 

· in northern and upland areas an increase in the number of extreme rainfall events; dry spells (over 10 consecutive days without rain) are expected to increase in number; significant reductions in the number of days of frost and snow; 

· There is increasing evidence that the Yorkshire and Humber region is already experiencing some of the weather patterns associated with climate change, including storms, gales and heat waves, with effects on homes, businesses and travel. Most notable are the summer 2007 floods which led to loss of life, damage to property and infrastructure, and disruption to public and business services

Climate Change Plan for Yorkshire and Humber
Chaired by Cllr Arthur Barker, the Yorkshire and Humber Climate Change Partnership has lead a major review to the region’s Climate Change Plan. The Plan identifies gaps and sets the out added value where partnership working will bring greater impacts rather than listing the mitigation and adaptive actions that every organisation needs to be putting in place. Its framework for action is divided into seven key priority areas with a further three cross cutting themes.
PRIORITIES

· STRATEGY AND MONITORING, because new regional and local plans such as the Integrated Regional Strategy, Sustainable Community Strategies and Multi Area Agreements are being developed.  The latest information on climate change impacts and forecasts needs to be an integral part of them.  The Plan puts a responsibility on the region to track progress and take remedial action where necessary.

· THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT, because almost half of our carbon emissions come from the operation of our housing stock.  Although the Government aims to have all new build carbon neutral from 2019, at least 70% of the housing stock we will have in 2050 is already built to much lower carbon efficiency standards.

· TRANSPORT, because around 30% of greenhouse gas emissions come from transport.  Research also tells us that making significant progress will be very difficult without a big reduction in car use or the development of low carbon alternatives.

· HEALTH SERVICES, because the health sector must deal with the growing impact of extreme weather on health and welfare, which will get more serious as the population ages. The health sector also generates significant carbon emissions. 

· BUSINESS, because industry and business account for around a quarter of carbon emissions, and because there are major business opportunities in developing low carbon technologies, products and processes.  

· LAND MANAGEMENT, because the way the land is managed needs to adapt to changing weather patterns and can help to increase the resilience of the region to the impact of climate change. Different land management practices can also reduce the impact of change on species and agriculture, as well as create opportunities for sustainable food and energy supply, and carbon sequestration.

· CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT, because adapting to change and reducing future emissions require all of us to be prepared to do things differently and to make choices which at first seem difficult and inconvenient.

CROSS CUTTING THEMES

· ENERGY, because the consumption of fossil fuel based energy sources is the biggest direct influence on the volume of greenhouse gas emissions.

· WASTE, because waste streams are important potential sources of materials and energy. Increasing recycling and reducing landfill will significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

· WATER, because the pressures on water resources and water and sewerage infrastructure will increase. Water efficiency is key to reducing the impact of water treatment and pumping on carbon emissions and ensuring security of water supply over the longer term.  The region already recognises its vulnerability to flooding and must improve resilience to increased flood risk as a result of climate change. 
Note to news editors

For more details or to attend the launch, contact Iain Lovell at the Yorkshire and Humber Assembly on 01924 331583; email iain.lovell@yhassembly.gov.uk.
For more details on the adaptation study contact: Martyn Roberts on 01924 331577; email martyn.roberts@yhassembly.gov.uk or Ruth Hardingham on 01924 331593; email ruth.hardingham@yhassembly.gov.uk
Fore more details on the Climate Change Plan for Yorkshire and Humber or the work of the Yorkshire and Humber Climate Change Partnership, contact Jon Clubb on 01924 331555, email jon.clubb@lgyh.gov.uk
